THE PREFACE.                                        IX
first MENU,  according to the Brdhmem,  governed this world, and became the progenitor of mankind, who from him are called Mdnavdk;  nor can we, so clouded are the old history and chronology of India with fables and allegories, ascertain the precise age, when the work, now presented to the Publick, was actually composed;  but we are in possession of some evidence, partly extrinsick and partly internal, that it is really one of the oldest compositions existing..   From a text of PARA'SAHA, discovered by Mr. DAVIS, it appears, that the vernal equinox had gone back from the tenth degree of Bharani to the   irst of Aswini, or twenty-three degree* and twenty minutes, between the days of that Indfan philosopher, and the year of our Lord 499, when it coincided with the origin of the Hindu ecliptick; Go that PARA'SARA probably flourished near the close of the twel'th century before CHRIST : now FARA'SARA was the grandson of another sage, named VA'-SISHT'HA, who is often mentioned in the laws of MENU, and once as contemporary with the divine BHRIGU himself;   but the character of BHRIGU, and the whole dramatical arrangement of the book be* fore us,   are  clearly fictitious  and  ornamental,  with a design, too common among ancient lawgivers, of stamping authority on the work by the introduction t>f supejv natural personages, though VASISHT^HA may have lived
b                                   many